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SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN 
FOR THE NASA TRACKING STATION 



The United States of America and the Kingdom of Spain (hereinafter the 
Parties) wish to continue their cooperation in the utilization of a ground station 
in Spain for transmission and reception of radio-electric signals in support of 
space probes, spacecraft, and space science for peaceful ends. For more 
than 30 years, activities and operations of the tracking station have been 
coordinated with the Government of Spain pursuant to the terms and 
conditions contained in an exchange of notes at Madrid, on January 29, 1 964, 
as amended and extended. 

Considering that both Governments wish to continue this longstanding 
cooperation, both Parties agree that this new Agreement shall replace the 
former in its entirety and it shall enter into force in accordance with the 
provisions laid out in Article 13 of this Agreement. The following principles 
and procedures will constitute the terms and conditions under which the 
tracking station, also called the Madrid Deep Space Communications 
Complex, hereinafter "station," will continue to be operated in Spain. On 
matters related to the operation of the station, representatives of the United 
States will be those designated by the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (hereinafter "NASA") and representatives of the Government 
of Spain will be those designated by the Institute Nacional de Tecnica 
Aeroespacial (hereinafter "JNTA"). 

1. Land. 

a) The Government of Spain shall continue to provide to NASA 
the land and rights-of-way currently available within the 
Robledo de Chavela and Navas del Rey townships for the 
continued utilization of the existing facilities and equipment. 
This location is in an area approximately 47 kilometers west of 
Madrid. A map illustrating the area of the facilities is included 
as an annex to this Agreement. 



b) The Government of Spain will, at the request of the 
Government of the United States, provide the necessary land 
for use in any possible future enlargement of the above 
station. Additions to the currently established station areas, 
and the amount of land needed, will be as agreed upon by the 
authorized representatives of both Governments. Any 
enlargement or major modification of the facilities, buildings or 
equipment, the widening or rerouting of access roads, etc., will 
be carried out after prior agreement between the authorized 
representatives of both Governments. 

2. Costs. 

The Government of the United States for its part may undertake 
construction of additional facilities required to meet the objectives of 
this Agreement. All the costs of constructing, installing, equipping 
and operating the station will be borne by the Government of the 
United States, including the costs of constructing the necessary roads 
and accesses. The foregoing activities will be carried out in 
accordance with the requirements of Spanish legislation, and the 
provisions of Article 1 1 of this Agreement, relating to property rights. 

3. Description of the Station. 

As anticipated in the notes exchanged by the Governments in 1964 
and as subsequently amended and extended, the station has been 
established and now consists of one 70-meter diameter antenna, 
three 34-meter antennas, one 26-meter antenna; and one 1 1 -meter 
antenna. The station also contains the corresponding transmitting, 
receiving, antenna controlling, recording, data processing and 
communications equipment; the necessary technical and supporting 
buildings and structures for offices, storage, housing, sanitation, 
engineering, operation, security, utilities and other required purposes; 
water wells and roads; and collimation towers, with rights-of-way as 
necessary for their use. The precise configuration of the area of the 
station and its rights-of-way has been determined in detailed surveys 
in coordination with INTA and in accordance with the minimum needs 
for the facility. An additional 34-meter antenna is under construction 
at the station. Additional antennas may be installed in the future. 
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It is understood that program requirements may change as more 
advanced equipment and systems are developed, and that, 
accordingly, NASA may wish to establish additional capabilities and 
facilities within the station area. NASA will consult with INTA prior to 
the establishment of any such additional facilities. Any establishment 
of new facilities expected to be outside the current boundaries of the 
station area will require the approval of the Government of Spain. 
The antenna under construction is located on land obtained by the 
Government of Spain in 1990 for this purpose. The land has been 
included in the map described in Article 1 .a of this Agreement. 

Operation of the Station and Use by Spanish Personnel. 

a) The Government of the United States delegates to the 
Government of Spain the operational responsibility for the 
station. This delegation of responsibility will be detailed in a 
contract between the cooperating agencies: NASA for the 
Government of the United States and INTA for the 
Government of Spain. INTA will designate a representative in 
charge of managing said contract and, subject to agreement 
with NASA, a Spanish Station Director who will be responsible 
for station activities. 

b) The station may be used for independent scientific activities 
sponsored by the Government of Spain, with the 
understanding that such activities will be conducted so as not 
to interfere with the operation and maintenance program of the 
station. Any additional costs resulting from such activity will be 
borne by the Government of Spain, unless otherwise agreed to 
by both Parties. 

c) The Government of Spain may request delays in the removal 
of station equipment, as permitted by operational 
considerations of the Government of the United States, so as 
to avoid disturbing the scientific activities that might be taking 
place at the station, in accordance with paragraph b of this 
Article. 



5. 



Communications. 
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The station will, to the maximum extent possible, utilize domestic and 
international telecommunication facilities for communications to the 
United States and to other tracking stations. 

6. Power. 

Power for the station may be generated on the site by means of 
equipment installed as part of the station or as otherwise agreed by 
the Parties. 

7. Frequency Use Authorization and Protection from Radioelectric 
Interference. 

a) At the request of the Government of the United States and 
subject to provisions of the International Telecommunication 
Union, the Radiocommunication Regulation, and applicable 
Spanish legislation and regulations regarding the use of the 
radioelectric spectrum, the Government of Spain will authorize 
the use of the radio frequencies required for the purposes of 
the station, corresponding to the following 
radiocommunications services: space research, space 
operations, satellite exploration of earth and radioastronomy. 

b) Because an essential characteristic of the site is its protection 
against harmful radio interference, the Government of Spain 
agrees to continue to take such measures as are practical to 
maintain this protection. The foregoing includes avoiding the 
introduction or operation of radioelectric interference-producing 
devices (such as power lines, industrial facilities, main 
highways, aircraft beacons, air-ground communications, etc.) 
within the vicinity of this highly sensitive radio receiving station. 
In the event it becomes necessary to introduce such devices 
into the area, the Government of Spain agrees to take all 
precautionary measures possible to minimize or eliminate any 
harmful interference. 
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The area considered necessary to be protected from radio 
interference is approximately 47 kilometers west of Madrid, 
bounded by the following geographical coordinates: 04°16'20" 
west and 40°27 , 00" north and 04 o 14'00" west and 40°24'30" 
north. The Government of Spain agrees to investigate, upon 
the request of the Government of the United States, any 
interference with the frequencies of reception at the station that 
may be due to electrical equipment and shall take reasonable 
steps to secure the cessation of the interference. 

c) All telecommunications operations by the station shall be 
conducted in accordance with applicable provisions of the 
Radiocommunications Regulations of the International 
Telecommunication Union and Telecommunications 
Regulations of the Government of Spain so as not to cause 
interference with other authorized telecommunications 
services. 

d) The Government of Spain will ensure that the land, buildings, 
and facilities surrounding the station are subject to line-of-sight 
easements to prevent interference in the observational 
directions of the station by new constructions or elevation of 
those already in existence. 

8. Construction. 

Construction activities at the station may be performed by Spanish, 
United States, or other contractors, as agreed between the Parties, 
who shall use to the maximum extent possible local subcontractors 
and labor. Local materials and supplies will be utilized to the 
maximum extent possible. The GoverViment of Spain will, upon 
request, assist the contractor in the local procurement of goods, 
materials, supplies and services required for construction activities at 
the station. 

9. Electronic Equipment. 

The special electronic equipment, and related equipment, required for 
the station will be provided by NASA and installed by NASA or by 
personnel authorized by NASA. 
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10. Supplies and Services. 



a) The Government of Spain will, upon request, take the 
necessary steps to facilitate the import into Spain of material, 
equipment, supplies, merchandise or other items of property 
furnished by the Government of the United States for the 
specific purposes of this Agreement. Spanish authorities will 
be informed in advance through INTA of the contents of such 
shipments. 

b) The import of goods for exclusive use in the specific purposes 
of this Agreement shall be exempt from all taxes, duties, or 
any other charges in accordance with legislation in force. 

c) Services provided by INTA to NASA, under or related to the 
contract referred to in Article 4a of this Agreement, are 
considered telecommunications services under Spanish law. 
In compliance with the purposes of this Agreement, these 
services shall not be subject to payment of any taxes, such as 
value added tax (VAT), duties, or any other charges, in 
accordance with legislation in force. 

d) The Government of Spain shall adopt the appropriate 
measures to exempt NASA from all taxes, duties or any other 
charges relating to either the ownership or trade of goods or 
relating to any interest in property in so far as these are utilized 
for any activities related to this agreement. 

e) The provisions of paragraph d of this Article shall not apply to 
VAT and excise duties. 

f) The requirements and procedures for the application of these 
exemptions shall be those provided generally under the 
applicable legislation in Spain. 

g) No exemption from taxes, duties or other charges shall be 
granted for payment for specific services rendered (such as 
snow or trash removal). 
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h) The provisions of paragraphs b, c, and d of this Article 
effectuate the Parties' intent to accord NASA the most 
favorable tax treatment compatible with regulations currently in 
force for its activities related to this Agreement. Any changes 
in the legislation in force that would void or vitiate the intent of 
this Article or limit its application will subject the Agreement to 
immediate renegotiation so as to achieve and effectuate the 
Parties' intent to provide NASA with such favorable tax 
treatment. 

11. Title to Property. 

Title to all materials, equipment, supplies, merchandise or other items 
of removable property used in connection with the station will be 
retained by the Government of the United States. Title to all other 
property will be held by the Government of Spain or other Spanish 
owners. Material, equipment, supplies, merchandise and property of 
the Government of the United States at the station may be removed 
from Spain at any time by the Government of the United States free 
of taxes, duties or other charges. 

12. United States Personnel. 

a) The Government of Spain will take the necessary steps to 
facilitate the admission to Spain of such United States 
personnel (including contractor personnel) as may be assigned 
to visit or participate in activities related to the station, 
including construction and operation of the station. 

b) The Government of Spain will accord the NASA representative 
and members of the representative's family forming part of the 
representative's household, status equivalent to that accorded 
to United States Embassy administrative and technical 
personnel and members of their families, pursuant to the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of April 18, 1961, 
providing he/she is accredited as such United States Embassy 
personnel. 
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c) Personal and household effects of United States personnel 
(including contractor personnel) assigned to Spain in 
connection with the operation of the station may be brought 
into, used in or removed from Spain free of all taxes, duties or 
other charges. Such effects shall not be sold or otherwise 
disposed of in Spain except under conditions approved by the 
Government of Spain. 

d) The tax obligations of the United States personnel (including 
contractor personnel) that may be derived from their presence 
in Spain in relation to the establishment or operation of the 
installation shall be governed by the provisions of the 
Agreement between the Kingdom of Spain and the United 
States of America for the Avoidance of Double Taxation and 
the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes on 
Income, of February 22, 1990. Such personnel shall not be 
exempt from indirect taxes on goods or services purchased by 
them in Spain. 

13. Entry into Force and Duration of Agreement. 

This Agreement shall enter into force upon an exchange of notes in 
which the Parties have notified each other that they have completed 
their internal processes necessary to do so. It will be applied 
provisionally from the date of signature. It supersedes all previous 
agreements concerning the station. It will remain in force for 10 years 
and may be extended by mutual written agreement of the Parties. 

Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 10.h, either Party may 
terminate the Agreement by written notice to the other Party 1 year in 
advance of its intention to do so. This Agreement can also be 
renegotiated if it is overtaken by facts or circumstances affecting its 
provisions in a substantive manner. In the event of termination, the 
Parties shall endeavor to reach agreement on terms and conditions to 
minimize negative impacts of such termination on the other Party. 
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14. Supplementary Arrangements. 

Supplementary arrangements between NASA and INTA may be 
made when necessary as required for the carrying out of the 
purposes and provisions of this Agreement. Such arrangements shall 
be consistent with this Agreement. In the event of an uncertainty, this 
Agreement shall take precedence. 

15. Appropriation of Funds. 

It is understood that, to the extent the implementation of this 
Agreement will depend on funds appropriated by the Congress of the 
United States, it is subject to the availability of such funds. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned, duly authorized by their 
respective Governments, sign this Agreement. 

DONE at Madrid, in duplicate, thisday of January, 28th, 2003, in the English 
and Spanish languages, both texts being equally authentic. 



FOR THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: FOR THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN: 

The United States Ambassador The Defense Minister 



in Madrid 
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